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Reading Test

65 MINUTES, 52 QUESTIONS

Turn to Section 1 of your answer sheet to answer the questions in this section.

DIRECTIONS

Each passage or pair of passages below is followed by a number of questions. After reading
each passage or pair, choose the best answer to each question based on what is stated or
implied in the passage or passages and in any accompanying graphics (such as a table or

graph).

Questions 1-10 are based on the following
passage.

This passage is adapted from Erin Rose Belair, “A Place Like
This.” ©2017 by Erin Rose Belair. The narrator and her friend
Andy are teenagers on their way to meet a group of people
at a swimming hole.

In the Yaak fall is so colorful; those seas of green
become swirling basins of oranges and yellows.
Sometimes it feels right to invent new words for

tine shades I've never seen before. Then the winds whip

5 down the rivers to remind everyone of the chill that
will swallow everything whole. The winters are so
frozen and so long you can nearly forget there was
another season before, and start to believe there may
never be another after. It separates us from everyone

10 else who could never live in a place like this, making
us hard, strong, and proud. Spring comes too late and
just in time to remind us that everything has a way to
keep on going, and so do we. And in the summertime
the sky is the biggest, bluest sky, as if it has the chance

15 to expand while you sleep. And the few clouds shift
and shape into creatures living only in the
imagination as they roll toward the horizon.

It is just that kind of summer, hot in the day and
hot in the night and filled with bugs that force you to

20 slap yourself and leave welts along the fat parts of
your thighs. The rivers are low enough to swim, and
the huckleberries have grown fat enough to eat, and
the days are so long they get to feeling like a lifetime.

I stop along the path every so often to pick

25 handfuls of lilacs and Indian paintbrush. And then I
have to run a bit to catch up with Andy. He’s grown
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so tall over the past year, I take two or three steps to
his every one. Everything about him seems larger,
from his voice to his hands to the space he takes up in
my world. I want him to not just look at me but

to really look at me, and I haven’t the slightest clue
how to go about it.

We cut across the open field of the O’Connor
place. The one-room house his daddy’s daddy built
by hand has a For Sale sign posted out front, not that
many people would ever see it. His homestead
will fall back into the hands of the forest and in years
to come start to slide and slope under the pressures of
snow and sun, forgotten like a lot of the other places
up here.

Many summers from now I will come back and
stand at the end of this drive. I will try to imagine
how it once looked, and try to imagine it still lived in.
Imagine Andy and me, in a different lifetime, having
stayed in the Yaak, living in a place like that. I leave
my bundle of wildflowers at the edge of the drive and
make the sign of the cross again.

We pick up an old overgrown logging road and
walk for a while longer. The forests are crisscrossed
with them, left behind from when this was a
profitable and somewhat popular place to live and
work. I like to imagine the Tavern filled with men
after a long day, covered in dirt and smelling of
timber, and the talks that must have taken place in
every crew cab across the county. I will always
wonder what kind of man Andy might have grown
into if life up here still looked like that. And what
kind of life the two of us might have made had he
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never left.

“You excited?” I ask.

“Bout? Just another hole. Though Daniel says it’s
the highest jump they found yet. Knowing him it
means something.”

“No. You excited for next week?”

Andy shrugs, looks up at the sky, his green eyes
squinting from the high sun, and keeps on charging
forward through the thicket. When school starts next
week it will be the first time we’ve ever been
separated. He will start at the high school in Troy
down the hill and meet all sorts of new people, new
girls. And although he doesn’t seem to give it much
thought it is the only thing I've thought about all
summer. He will take new classes and meet teachers
who will confirm what I already know to be true
about him: he is far brighter than he lets on and it will
be at some point impossible to keep him here. And
pretty soon Andy will start talking about college,
talking about leaving, talking about a life beyond
these county lines.

As we near the jumping spot there’s the hush of
moving water and the hollered laughs of Andy’s older
brothers and their friends as they egg each other on to
climb higher and jump farther. A break in the oak
groves opens to a landing of smooth rocks and a bend
in the river. The waters rush and fall over an old
logjam, spilling into a perfect pool below. Trees tower
over us, the sunlight passing through them in sharp
ribbons. There has never been a time I am not
reminded of my smallness while standing on the edge
of a river.

Which choice best describes how the narrator’s
focus shifts over the course of the passage?

A) She moves from a description of her childhood
home to a discussion of how she and another
child became friends.

B) She moves from a discussion of the area in which
she grew up to considerations about possible
changes in one of her friendships.

C) She moves from a description of the natural
beauty of an area she used to visit frequently to a
description of the town in which she grew up.

D) She moves from a discussion of the harshest
aspects of a town in which she lived to a
recollection of the aspects of the area she
remembers most fondly.

The passage most clearly indicates that the
narrator sees a parallel in the Yaak between the
A) clarity of the sky and the creativity of the people.

B) beauty of the fall scenery and the beauty of the
winter scenery.

C) harshness of the winter and the hardiness of the
people.

D) temperature of the wind and the temperature of
the rivers.

Which choice best describes the main purpose of
the second paragraph (line 18-23)?

A) To emphasize that the narrator wished for a
particular experience to last longer

B) To expand on an analysis introduced earlier in
the passage

C) To introduce the time frame in which an
important experience occurred

D) To foreshadow the unease that the narrator will
feel during the event that follows

| CONTINUE 4
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As used in line 37, “fall back into the hands of” In context, the phrase “it means something” (line
most nearly means 62-63) serves mainly to

A) retreat from. A) imply that Andy doesn’t know what Daniel
B) be protected by. was trying to tell him.

C) be overtaken by. B) convey that Andy believes he can trust

Daniel’s opinion on the subject.
C) suggest that Andy thinks there is a hidden
5 meaning to what Daniel said.
D) indicate that Andy thinks the narrator does

The passage most strongly suggests that the not believe what Daniel said.
narrator believes if the Yaak had remained a 5
somewhat profitable and popular place to live

D) cause damage to.

The passage most strongly suggests that one of the

, : main concerns the narrator has about Andy is that
C) she wouldn’t have worked at the Tavern. he will

A) Andy might not have left.
B) Andy would have worked at the Tavern.

D) logging wouldn’t have been an important part of

A) want to leave the Yaak when he recognizes his
the economy.

capabilities.

B) not be receptive to teachers’ opinions of his
[ 6 | abilities.

C) not take advantage of the opportunities to

Which choice provides the best evidence for the e )
socialize in his new school.

answer to the previous question?
. « N D) begin thinking about college when he should
A) Lines 48-49 ("We ... longer”) be concentrating on high school.
B) Lines 49-52 (“The forests . . . work”)

C) Lines 52-55 (“I like. .. county”) :

D) Lines 55-59 (“Iwill. .. left”)

: Which choice provides the best evidence for the

conclusion that being at the site of the swimming

hole makes the narrator feel humble??
What can most reasonably be inferred from the A) Lines 80-83 (“As . . . farther”)
dialogue between Andy and the narrator in line B) Lines 83-85 (“A break . . . river”

60-64 ("You .... week")?
C) Lines 85-88 (“The waters . . . ribbons™)

A) Andy was annoyed with the narrator for asking D) Lines 88-90 (“There . . . river”)
him questions about high school. 5 o

B) Andy was eager to get to the swimming hole, but
the narrator was nervous about swimming there.

C) Andy was anxious about going to the swimming
hole, but the narrator failed to notice that he
was.

D) Andy was thinking about the swimming hole,

while the narrator was asking about his going to
high school.
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Questions 11-20 are based on the following
passage and supplementary material.

This passage is adapted from Jaewon Yoon, Ashley Whillans,
and Ed O’Brien, “How to Make Even the Most Mundane Tasks
More Motivating.” ©2019 by Harvard Business School
Publishing.

People want purposeful work, and managers know
it. That’s why companies try to inspire employees
with mission statements about the impact their work
can have. Ikea tells employees they’re “creating a
better everyday life”; Microsoft says they’re
“empowering every person and organization on the
planet to achieve more in the world.” Managers often
encourage employees to think about why they do the
work they do, hoping to give them a sense of purpose
and fight against demotivation.

But our latest research, of nearly 4,000 working
adults in the U.S., suggests that this hyperfocus on
purpose can backfire. Workplaces today promise
sweeping impact, yet most employees’ daily tasks are
mundane and disconnected from these lofty goals. In
one of our surveys, assessing 700 employees across 22
industries, all but one could quickly name an
unimportant and meaningless task they regularly do
at work.

Constantly hearing messages about impact can
lead employees to ruminate about their work’s lack of
impact. When we asked employees in our research to
reflect on the “purpose” of their unimportant and
meaningless tasks, they reported lower levels of
enjoyment, meaning, and motivation than when we
asked employees to rate these tasks without any
mention of purpose. If reflecting on purpose
backfires, how should managers help
employees derive satisfaction from mundane work?

Our research offers a solution. According to classic
principles in psychology, people perceive objects as
being more valuable when they belong to a set. Most
work tasks—even the most menial—belong to a
broader set of tasks that achieve a singular purpose.
Responding to client emails might feel like a waste of
time, but combined with data analysis and report
writing, it plays an important role in solving clients’
most pressing concerns. Thus, thinking about how
seemingly unimportant work belongs to a set of tasks
contributing to a broader goal could help employees
see its true value.

To test this idea, we asked employees to list two
other tasks that build on their unimportant and
meaningless tasks “like puzzle pieces” and “to achieve

45 a broader purpose.” (We call this intervention
superordinate framing.) We found that applying this

framing to menial tasks imbued these tasks with a
greater purpose. For example, one participant wrote
that their dreaded “weekly meeting,” when combined

50 with “open chat rooms” and “reporting issues to the
management,” enabled a larger goal: to “forge
communication between individuals who would not
otherwise be able to solve a problem by themselves.”
Another participant recognized “answering client

55 calls” as an important step in “making sure they are
happy with the product,” when combined with
“solving client issues” and “documenting the
call.” Afterward, they reported greater enjoyment
and meaning.

60  These findings suggest that superordinate
framing can be a useful tool for employees to
motivate themselves. They just have to think about
how their unimportant tasks fit in with other tasks to
achieve a common purpose.

65  Superordinate framing can also be an effective
tool for managers. In another study, we hired nearly
900 online workers in the U.S. to complete the same
widget-building task. Some were told that they were
creating widgets [virtual blocks] for an art project

70 (purpose framing). Others were told that their
widgets would be “woven together” with widgets
made by either themselves or other workers to create
this artwork (superordinate framing). Workers
reported feeling more joy, meaning, and motivation

75 when they were under the impression that their task
belonged to a larger set.

Table 1

Participants’ Average Rating of Task Meaning by Type of

Framing and Perceived Importance of Task

Participants’ average rating of how
meaningful they found the task (1 = not
at all, 9 = extremely)
Control
Superordinate | Purpose
(no
framing framing
framing)
Unimportant 5.81 5.05 3.82
tasks
Important tasks* 7.24 7.40 7.39

| CONTINUE 4
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*Control (no framing): Participants' perception of
importance of tasks prior to framing Over the course of the passage, the main focus shifts
: from a
*For important tasks, the differences in average ratings A) hypothesis about the causes underlying a
between superordinate, purpose, and control were not behavior observed among employees in large
statistically significant : companies to an outline of a study designed to
Y ' test that hypothesis.
3 B) summary of previous research findings about
Table 2 improving manager-employee relationships to
an account of a more recent study that challenges
Participants’ Average Rating of Task Enjoyment by Type of those earlier findings.

C) narrative of how large corporations inspire their
employees to work more effectively to a

Participants’ average rating of how comparison of how employees and managers
: view the importance of their respective roles.

Framing and Perceived Importance of Task

enjoyable the
1oy 4 D) discussion of the unintended consequences of an

found the task (1 =not at all, 9 = approach to motivating employees to an
: explanation of research that suggests an

extremely) : alternative approach that may be more
Control successful.
Superordinate | Purpose :
(no
framing framing
framing)
Unimportant 4.93 4.05 3.30
H 12
tasks : Which choice best supports the idea that the authors
Important tasks* 6.08 6.15 6.16 believe superordinate framing can help employees

become less reliant on management to define the

importance of their work?
*Control (no framing): Participants' perception of
A) Lines 7-10 (“Managers . . . demotivation”)

B) Lines 27-29 (“If reflecting . . . work™)
C) Lines 46-48 (“We found . . . purpose”)
D) Lines 60-62 (“These . . . themselves”)

importance of tasks prior to framing

*For important tasks, the differences in average ratings
between superordinate, purpose, and control were not

statistically significant.

Tables adapted from Jaewon Yoon, Ashley V.
Whillans, and Ed O'Brien, "Connecting the Dots:
Superordinate Framing Enhances the Value of
Unimportant Tasks" ©2019 by Jaewon Yoon, Ashley
V. Whillans, and Ed O'Brien.
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As used in line 29, “derive” most nearly means

A) obtain.
B) infer.
C) emit.

D) determine.

Based on the passage, with which statement about
modern workplaces would the authors most likely
agree?

A) Most employees in modern workplaces can
readily quote the mission statements of their
companies.

B) Managers’ failure to prioritize their
employees’ well-being may account for the
trend of declining morale in modern
workplaces.

C) Despite appearances to the contrary, it is
unlikely that people perform unnecessary
tasks in modern workplaces.

D) The efficiency of modern workplaces could
be improved if employees are invited to
participate in identifying tasks that can be
eliminated.

Which choice provides the best evidence
for the answer to the previous question?

A) Lines 1-4 (“People.. . . have”)
B) Lines 13-15 (“Workplaces . . . goals”™)
C) Lines 22-27 (“When. . . . of purpose”)
D) Lines 38-41 (“Thus. .. value)

In the context of the passage, the examples of
participant responses in line 48-58 (“For . . . call”)
mainly serve to

A) indicate the wide variety of tasks that employees
in modern workplaces are expected to perform.

B) illustrate the connections that participants make
between menial work tasks they do and the
overall purpose those tasks collectively serve.

C) provide details about the kinds of tasks that
employees find most enjoyable and the kinds of
tasks they dislike.

D) show that participants who list their work tasks
report greater workplace efficiency than do
participants who do not list their tasks.

As used in line 51, “enabled” most nearly means

A) facilitated.
B) prepared.
C) granted.

D) authorized.

According to table 1, the participants’ average rating
of task meaning for unimportant tasks in the control
condition was

A) 3.82.

B) 5.05.

C) 7.24.

D) 7.39.




Based on table 1, how would the authors most likely
explain their observation in line 20-22

(“Constantly . .. impact”) in light of the data for
important tasks across all condition groups?

A)

B)

®)

D)

If employees already perceive tasks as being
meaningful, they are less likely to experience a
disconnect between the tasks and their
company’s mission.

If employees view their important tasks as part
of a set, they are less likely to be satisfied with

them than when they view the tasks in isolation.

Employees find important tasks to be more
meaningful when their company articulates a
memorable mission statement.

Employees who are assigned a balance of
important and unimportant tasks tend to be
most affected by mission statements.

www.satgas.com

Taken together, the two tables best support which
statement?

A)

B)

C)

D)

On average, participants in the no-framing
control group rated task enjoyment more highly
than task meaning for both unimportant and
important tasks.

Altering the type of framing has less of an
impact on participants’ average ratings of task
meaning and task enjoyment for important
tasks than it does for unimportant tasks.

Superordinate framing is the most effective
means of enhancing participants’ average

ratings of task meaning and task enjoyment
when the tasks are deemed to be important.

On average, participants in the superordinate-
framing group gave higher ratings to both task
meaning and task enjoyment for important
tasks than did participants in the purpose-
framing group.
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Questions 21-31 are based on the following
passage.

This passage is adapted from Leslie Nemo, “Growing Virtual
Plants Could Help Farmers Boost Their Crops.” ©2017 by
Scientific American, a division of Nature America, Inc.

What if farmers could grow sugarcane in a matter
of seconds, not days or weeks? Scientists are doing
just that. Of course, these crops are not sprouting
from soil. Instead they flourish on a computer screen.

Digital plants like these are part of a new
movement in agricultural science called “in silico,”
where researchers design highly accurate, computer-
simulated crops to help speed up selective breeding,
in which plants are chosen and replanted to amplify
their desirable traits. Scientists believe the future of
farming is not just in fields, but in graphics, too.

The millennia-old strategy of just handpicking and
replanting the varieties that thrive is too slow, says
Eberhard Voit, a biologist at Georgia Institute of
Technology. “We need a more targeted approach,” he
says. This is where crops in silico may help. By
studying plant growth using computer simulations,
researchers could discover which attributes make the
best pickings and why, in far less time than
a traditional growing season.

The term in silico, or “in silicon,” refers to silicon
computer chips. The technique begins with scientists
collecting data about plant behavior under
microscopes and in the field. Next they build
statistical models that identify mathematical
relationships in the data. Researchers then create
simulations based on those equations, which allows
them to see the traits they measured play out on a
screen. Once they visualize the crops, scientists can
manipulate the data to see which factors result in the
fastest-growing, most drought-resistant or least pest-
susceptible plants possible.

The digital sugarcane, described earlier this year
by researchers at the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, illustrates how crops in silico might aid
farmers. In the computer graphic, a leafy canopy
mirrors the range of heights, leaf sizes and angles
measured in real Brazilian sugarcane fields. Sunlight
filters through the foliage with varying intensity,
missing patches shaded by other leaves. In response
to these varied shapes and light exposures the digital
crop mimics how real-world sugarcane plants would
grow.

In their study the researchers used the simulation
to test four different planting patterns—a perfectly
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symmetrical grid of seed lines versus a staggered one,
and a north-to-south versus east-to-west orientation
of planting rows. Their model revealed asymmetrical
and north-to-south alignment produced the highest
yield, which was 10 percent greater than that which
typical Brazilian sugarcane fields currently

supply. Supercomputers took an entire day to process
the team’s data and provide results, says study co-
leader Stephen Long at Illinois, who is also a
professor of plant biology and crop science at
Lancaster University in England. Still, a day of
processing is hardly any time compared with an
entire growing season. But Long thinks it will not be
long before technological advances speed up these
calculations. “Within 12 months, what took a day
could be done in a minute,” he says.

The researchers’ model helps reveal how
conditions such as sunlight and shading affect crop
growth—Dbut many other factors such as water
availability and microbial interactions determine
the length of a corncob or width of a soybean. Before
these other elements get translated into code
scientists first need to understand how they work in
real life.

Plant physiologists and biologists around the
world are now investigating these crucial questions in
both the field and lab. For example, Long and Illinois
colleague Xinguang Zhu, who also holds a position at
the Chinese Academy of Sciences, study a type of
photosynthesis unique to crops like soybeans and
rice. Voit researches what controls the production of
a plant wall-toughening compound called lignin.
Jonathan Lynch, a plant physiologist at The
Pennsylvania State University and another founder of
the crops in silico movement, looks at root behavior
under a range of soil nutrient conditions. As they
learn more, scientists will factor these key details of
crops’ survival and growth into their labs’ in silico
simulations.




In context, the author’s statement about “the future
of farming” (line 10-11) is mainly meant to convey
the idea that

A)
B)

Q)

D)

farmers will soon have to develop additional
software skills.

fields will someday no longer be necessary for
growing sugarcane.

techniques developed with computer assistance
will someday help farmers grow crops more
efficiently.

simulations of sugarcane crops will come to
model the growth patterns of real sugarcane
crops more accurately over time.

According to the passage, Voit believes that
selective breeding

A)

B)

®)

D)

takes too long to be a productive process for
improving crop yields.

would be more easily accomplished if sugarcane
plants weren’t harvested by hand.

is difficult unless one has been trained in the
identification of desirable plants.

is a method whose effectiveness has been proved
over many centuries.

www.satgas.com

As used in line 15, “approach” most nearly means

A) offer.

B) method.
C) entrance.
D) advance.
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Which choice provides the best evidence for the

What main function does the fourth paragraph (line
21-32) serve in the passage as a whole?

A) It portrays the process by which in silico crops
are created.

B) It proposes an optimal course of action for
farmers planting sugarcane.

C) It describes equipment that is used to conduct an
experiment.

D) It shows why in silico sugarcane crops are more
predictable in their behavior than real sugarcane
crops are.

Which choice best supports the idea that simulated
crops have shown farmers a way to increase their
sugarcane production?

A) Lines 26-29 (“Researchers . . . screen”

B) Lines 36-38 (“In the. .. fields”)

C) Lines 44-48 (“In their . .. rows”

D) Lines 48-52 (“Their . . . supply”)

It can reasonably be inferred from the passage that
the researchers of in silico crops anticipate which
improvement to their methods in the near future?

A) A means of simulating hypothetical sugarcane
plants that use the photosynthesis methods of
other species

B) A means of maximizing growth in fields that
have previously been planted with other crops

C) A way to get symmetrical seed lines to yield as
much sugarcane as asymmetrical seed lines

D) A way of simulating many more growing
seasons in the same time period than is
presently possible

answer to the previous question?

A) Lines 40-43 (“In response . . . grow”)

B) Lines 60-61 (“Within . . . says”)

C) Lines 62-66 (“The researchers’. .. soybean”)
D) Lines 72-76 (“For example . . . rice”)

Based on the passage, the researchers’ models of
sugarcane growth are most effective at determining
how crop growth is affected by

A) the presence of the compound lignin.
B) certain soil nutrient conditions.
C) avariety of light conditions.

D) faster cycles of selective breeding.

What main purpose do the last two paragraphs
serve in the passage as a whole?

A) They recommend a course of action for
farmers planting sugarcane, corn, and
soybeans.

B) They mention factors influencing plant
behavior that aren’t present in current in
silico models.

C) They compare the best growth conditions of
sugarcane to those of other crops.

D) They point out previously unacknowledged
flaws in the researchers’ experiment.







